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Ma. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretary

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 Re: MB Docket No. 07-57

Dear Ma. Dortch,

On behalf of The Latino Coalition, a national issus-advocacy organization based in Washington, D.C., I urge you to
approve the XM Satellite Radio merger with Sirius — an acquisitionwhich is critical to the health of the satellite radio
industry and to the larger cause of strong, facilities-based competitionin the communications’ marketplace.

Today satellite radio faces increasing competition from downloadable music, Internet-based radio, traditional broadcast
radio and an increasingly converged and globalized communications industry. Clearly, this friendly acquisition is being
motivated by financial conserns that result from this competition and it will help the newly formed company better
compete in this international marketplace. In addition, this merger will provide more diverse programming and bring
lower prices to the growing and highly diverse Hispanic audience.

For far too long, the Latino market has fallen vistim to traditional radio companies that target wry narrow and highly
profitable audiences. Under this framework, Hispanics lose out on news, sports, music and diverse cultural programming
that is widely available on altemative sources such as satellite, HD and internetradio. The satellite radio industry, by
contrast, has been a launching pad for Hispanic programmers and an increasingty popular service for vast numbers

of Latino ¢onsumers and other listenerswho enjoy the richness of Hispanic culture, arts and news.

In our judgment, the acquisition will strengthen an industry that has been reporting losses in recent months. It appears
clear that consumers Will benefit as the combined programming will provide a greater number of channels for far less than
such would cost zonsumers today in their totality. For programmers, the elimination of duplicate programming and
expanded channel capacity will provide new apportunities for Hispanics and other entrepreneurialprogrammers as well.

As a strong advocate for the diverse needs of the Latino community, we are always supportive of measures that will bring
variety and expanded options to our community. In ourjudgment, the XM-Sirius merger will accomplishjust that by
bringing more programming opportunities for Hispanic Americana and millions of other listensrs, With expanded choices
and better prices, satellite radio will be an even more attractive option for consumers and this ultimately benefits our
growing community in svery part and section of the country.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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Robert G. de Posada
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President
Cc: Chairman K.evin J. Martin Comumissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Michael J. Copps Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Commissioner Jonathan 8. Adslstsin
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Office of the Secretary
445 {2h Streetr, SW
Washingten DC 23554

Re: ME Docket No: 07-57

Drear My, Doneh,

“The League Of Rural Voters urges the Cammiission to approve the proposed mierger beldwden XM
Radio and Sirius. ‘I'he combined entity will offer iisteners more prograiming optins ai lower
prices than thuse currently aveilablo from the two companies sepataiely.

Consoligation of the werrestrial radio industry over the last decsde has-{eft much of rurdi Asnweriza
beliing in recent years; 8s focaliy-owned stations are replaced with the maga-corporate
conglomerates wiiich proguce homogenized content and so-called.tocal news and.weather
delivered from offices hundreds of miles away. The ernergence of satelite radio has offered
fisteners'in riral areas & robus) slternative with hundreds of specialized chanfiels that catat 1o the
programming needs of-surel America

L is in the bess interest of rural Hsteners ihnt 4atetlite radio coniinucs 1o be a viable option. We
note that news reports indicate financial hardehips-®r both Sirius and. XM i fthey sfempt to
survive aSseparate entitics, We balisve this deal will alfow the companies to offer services more
sffcienily, cutting costs while creating additionsl channel space for Sven more programming—
including channels acdifared (o public safcty and homeland cecurity. And rnost important, XM
and Sirius santend, if allowsd |0 merge, that they will offer more channels for a lower price than
the current cost OF bl services combingd

Given the persistent digital divide that plagues much ofrurai Amegica, many ofthe lates:
alternatives to wiresuial radio hnve yet (o reach the heartland. Therefore thesurvival of sateifite
radio us & competitive altentative is critical. We hupe you will fook fuyvorably on thie KM-8irius
erger,

Sincerely, &
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WNiel Ritchle
League of Rural Vorers
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